
Bro. Jeffries

Proverbs 22:28

Tonight Bro. Frank has charged me to give a sermon and I titled it this:  “Why Landmark 

Baptists and Fundamental Baptists Should Not Have Church Fellowship.”

[Prayer]

As I said, Bro. Frank has given me direction to preach this because there are some things 

happening in our area.  And after discussing the issue with Bro. Frank a few times, I think 

he wanted me to preach this because we do have pretty much the same opinion while he 

is a little stronger on this issue than I; just a little bit.  We both agree that there needs to 

be a public stand for church truth, and I think one other reason, just on a personal note, 

the reason why Bro. Frank charged me with this message is because I have first-hand 

knowledge and love for my fundamental brothers in Christ.  I love them.  I do.  And I 

know many of them, and respect them; many of them, and so I’m not going to attack any 

man’s character.  I’ll give you an illustration:  I love, respect and enjoy, the preaching of 

Lester Rolloff, and you might not, but I do.  I think God’s hand was on Lester Rolloff.  I 

admire his ministry.  But Lester Rolloff is not a Baptist exactly the way we are, or was.  

There are some differences there.  And I have close personal friends and another point; I 

was a member about eleven years ago, I was going through a tough point of my life; I was 

a member for a short time of a Fundamental Baptist church.  And I preached to 

Fundamental churches, and I have friends today that are pastors at Fundamental Baptist 

churches.  And they, being a Fundamental Baptist, will not have a Sovereign Grace 

Baptist, even with our close friendship in their pulpit, and nor would I have them in mine.

What is a Landmark Baptist Church?

What is that?  Our text here, deals with, “remove not the ancient landmarks which thy 

fathers have set.”  The landmarks, and most of you know this, they were used to divide 

land.  They were boundary lines or border lines used to stake off land.  In Deuteronomy 

19:14, he talks about not removing the landmarks because we would steal our brother’s 

inheritance, we would take what God had given him.  To remove a landmark was an act 

of theft against a man’s divine inheritance God gave the children of Israel and their tribes 

tracts, or portions of land and as a divine inheritance, that’s one reason why they could 

not sell the land, they had to lease the land because the land was owned by God and given 

by God.  And we, while we are members of the Lord’s church, we understand that the 

truth of God is His possession and it is given to us, so we simply cannot remove it 

because it is God’s truth given by God’s will.

Jesus said, “I will build my church.”  And a Landmark Baptist is one who simply follows 
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the boundaries that God has set around His church.  We are servants in His church.  We 

are laborers in His field.  We are stewards of His inheritance.  We are undershepherds of 

His flock.  And we are overseers of His heritage, not to be lords over His heritage.

Now the term, “Landmarkism” of course, was made popular by J. R. Graves when he 

wrote the book, “Old Landmarkism, What is it?”  One of the main points of that book, if 

not its purpose was the matter of sharing pulpits with preachers who were not pastors of 

one of the Lord’s churches.  Of course, we know the defining points of Landmarkism.  

All the brothers that are preaching at this conference are Landmark, Sovereign Grace 

Baptists.  We know these points but we have to set this foundation.  A Landmark Baptist 

is one that believes that Jesus started His church during His earthly ministry before 

Pentecost.  He promised that church perpetuity until He comes again.  He gave ONLY 

His church the authority to Baptize and observe the Lord’s Supper.  Jesus gave the 

ordinance, He didn’t give it to the kingdom, He didn’t give it to individual Christians, He 

gave it to His body, His church.

The church is a local, visible body – a local, visible body, and ONLY a local, visible 

body, of baptized believers that have covenanted together by faith.  Now the Lord’s 

Supper of course, is to be a church ordinance and therefore is to be observed by the 

members of that local body.  We, as Landmark Baptists, only accept those into our 

membership that have been baptized by a sister church of like faith and order.  It doesn’t 

matter to me what the name is on the building, it matters to me, are they like faith and 

order.  I was talking to brother Paul this week, he said he preached forty messages on 

linking and showing the Biblical and historical succession of the Landmark Baptist 

church to which he pastors all the way back to the first church.

Now, I tell you what, when you say, “Are you saved?” and do you believe in 

authoritative, chain-linked succession from the present day churches all the way back to 

the church that Jesus Christ established, I believe it.  I believe God’s word teaches it.  

Landmark Baptists believe that the faith was once delivered unto the saints, and the 

practice of Old Landmarkism is to contend for that faith!  At the essence, the very essence 

of our practice of Landmarkism is the issue of Ecclesiastical separation.  That’s the point 

of Landmarkism.  That we believe that, Hey look!  If you’ve trusted in Jesus Christ as 

your Saviour, it doesn’t matter what church you belong to, you are a child of God.  But 

there is only one church, one kind of church, that He authorized and said with authority to 

do God’s work in God’s kingdom.  Do we believe that?

Now, I don’t hate any Christian, I don’t hate any other group, but you know Spurgeon 

used to say If you love flowers, you must not to necessarily feel too kindly of weeds.  

Because they kind of choke out the flowers.  I’m not a Landmark Baptist so I can stand up 

and say, “Boy we’ve got authority and you don’t!”  All this, no.  I’m a Landmark Baptist 
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because Jesus said He would build a church, I believe He is building His church and He’s 

building it, and it’s His.  I just want to be a part of what the Lord is doing in this 

generation.

When we think of separation on any level, on any level of the doctrine of separation, it 

has to do with the issue of outside influence.  Of the influence of others.  And, “How can 

we walk together unless we be agreed?” the Word says.  Separation is a matter of love.  

We separate from the influence of the world because we love our Saviour.  We separate 

on a church level from false churches, not because we do not love those in those 

churches, but because we love the church of the Lord Jesus.  Separation is about influence 

and I see some errs of fundamentalism starting to influence and infiltrate even into our 

Landmark churches within this area.  There are so many differences between 

Fundamentalists and Landmark Baptists there is no way I could cover that tonight.  But I 

do want to bring out three things that I believe that are influencing and coming in to 

Landmark Baptist churches.  The first of all, I’m going to say, we need to remove not the 

landmark of the truth of plenary verbal inspiration.  Are you saying to me that they don’t 

believe that?  No.  What I’m saying to you is as we all know, we’ve all heard, we all are 

aware, that this is the four hundredth year of the King James Bible and it has become 

apparent to me that during this time of the King James Bible that it has become nothing 

more than a sounding board, and I’ll say it, for Ruckmanites.  And I’m going to get into 

that a little bit more, but before I say that I will say that I have always, only preached out 

of the King James Version of the Bible.  Every preacher that has ever been invited into 

my church has preached out of the King James Version of the Bible.  Every Sunday 

School teacher that’s ever taught a lesson has taught out of the King James Version of the 

Bible.  I hold, that the Kind James Version of the Bible is the best translation for the 

English speaking people today, but it is a translation of God’s inspired word.  And I refute 

and discard the new translations.  But there is a fight among Fundamentalism over the 

issue and we Landmark Baptists are asked to come to conferences to listen to men 

espouse heresies about the preliminary verbal inspiration.

A Landmark Baptist is one that believes that Jesus started His church during His earthly 

ministry before Pentecost.  He promised that church perpetuity until He comes again.  He 

gave ONLY His church the authority to baptize and observe the Lord's supper.  Jesus 

gave the ordinance, He didn't give it to the kingdom, He didn't give it to individual 

Christians, He gave it to His body, His church.  The church is a local, visible body, a 

local, visible, and ONLY a local, visible body of baptized believers that are covenanted 

together by faith.

Now, the Lord's supper of course, is a church ordinance and so therefore, it is to be 

observed by the members of that local body.  We, as Landmark Baptists only accept those 

into our membership that have been baptized by a sister church of like faith and order.  It 
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doesn't matter to me what the name is on the building, it matters to me, are they like faith 

and order.  I was talking to brother Paul this week and he said he preached forty messages 

on linking and showing the Biblical and historical succession of the Landmark Baptist 

church in Georgia which he pastors, all the way back to the first church.  Now, I tell you 

what, you say, "Are you saying that you believe in authoritative, chain-linked succession 

from the present day churches all the way back to the church that Jesus Christ 

established?"  I believe it.  I believe God's Word teaches it.

Landmark Baptists believe that the faith was once delivered unto the saints, and the 

practice of old Landmarkism is to contend for that faith at the essence, the very essence of 

our practice of Landmarkism is the issue of ecclesiastical separation.  That's the point of 

Landmarkism.  That we believe that, hey look, if you've trusted in Jesus Christ as your 

Saviour, it doesn't matter what church you belong to, you are a child of God.  But there is 

only one church that He, one kind of church, that He authorized and said with authority to 

do God's work in God's kingdom.  And we believe that.  Now, I don't hate any Christian, I 

don't hate any other group, but you know, Spurgeon used to say, "If you love flowers, you 

must necessarily not feel to highly of weeds," you know.  Because they kind of choke out 

the flowers.

I'm not a Landmark Baptist so I can stand up and say, "Boy we authority and you don't!" 

all this, no.  I'm a Landmark Baptist because Jesus said He'd build a church.  I believe He 

is building His church and He's building it and it's His.  I just want to be a part of what the 

Lord's doing in this generation.

When we think of separation on any level, on any level of the doctrine of separation, it 

has to do with the issue of outside influence.  Of the influence of others.  And how can 

we walk together unless we be agreed, the Word says.  Separation is a matter of love.  We 

separate from the influence of the world because we love our Saviour.  We separate on a 

church level from false churches not because we do not love those in those churches, but 

because we love the church of the Lord Jesus.  Separation is about influence, and I see 

some errors of Fundamentalism starting to influence and infiltrate even into our 

Landmark churches within this area.

There are so many differences between Fundamentalists and Landmark Baptists there is 

no way I could cover that tonight.  But I do want to bring out three things that I believe 

that are influencing and coming in to Landmark Baptist churches.  The first of all, I am 

going to say, we need to remove NOT the landmark of the truth of plenary, verbal 

inspiration.

"Are you saying to me that they don't believe that?"  No, what I'm saying to you is as we 

all know, and we've all heard, and we are all aware that this is the four hundredth year of 
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the King James Bible, and its become apparent to me that during this time of the King 

James Bible  that it has become nothing more than a sounding board for, and I'll say it, for 

Ruckmanites.  And I'm going to get into that a little bit more, but before I say that I will 

say, I have ONLY, always, preached out of the King James Version of the Bible.  Every 

preacher that's ever been invited into my church has preached out of the King James 

Version of the Bible.  Every Sunday School teacher that's ever taught a lesson, has taught 

out of the King James Version of the Bible.  I hold that the King James Version of the 

Bible is the best translation for the English speaking people today.  But it is a translation 

of God's inspired Word.  And I refute and discard the new translations.  But there is a 

fight within Fundamentalism of extremes over the issues, and we Landmark Baptists are 

asked to come to conferences to listen to men espouse heresy about plenary, verbal 

inspiration.  They teach that the King James Bible is God's inspired Word.  Now, there's 

no translation of the Bible that is inspired.  It is the manuscripts and the writings of the 

apostles.  And I know we have copies upon copies, but it's God's Word that is inspired.  

Because if it WAS the King James Bible that was inspired, if the translators were 

inspired, then that would mean that God gave inspiration to Episcopalian priests and He 

has a progressive revelation, and I don't know about your understanding, but my 

understanding is that is not Baptist, it's Catholic!  It's Catholic to the core.  And they 

espouse this by saying on and on.  What Baptists, and who is, which one of us are going 

to say that God inspired Episcopals?  It got quiet, OK.  They say there are no errors in the 

King James Bible.  Now I know y'all have heard this haven't you?  That there is no errors 

in the King James Bible?  But, you know, someone said, "Well, baptism is a wrong 

translation."  No.  Baptism is not even a translation.  Neither is church.  It's a 

transliteration.  And it was a deliberate attempt by King James, who wrote down lists for 

the King James translators to follow, that told them that they COULD NOT translate the 

ecclesiastical words.  And you're telling me this Bible is without ANY error?  Now, I say 

to you, we've got God's Word, but I say to you that we don't need to go into heresy to a, 

you know, with new translations coming on the scene, and these new, modern Bibles 

which are mistranslations.  Many go to a heresy to confront a heresy.  And I'm sorry if I'm 

not impressed by preachers who earn their doctorate degrees from colleges that major 

dissertation is on how to have the most effective clown Sunday.  I'm sorry that their 

scholarship doesn't impress me.  That when they ask these questions like, I looked at it, I 

got this flyer in the mail, Frank, and it had this question, I don't know how they answered 

it, but, "Is the King James Bible an Anglican Bible?"  Now, it's written in English, so that 

would mean it.  And on the old ones it says something about being the "authorized 

version of the church of England."  I don't know where they're going with these questions 

as such.  Many, if you'll notice, and I'll tell you how you can coat this, many will put KJB.  

They will not put KJV.  Do you know why?  KJV, they won't do that, why?  Because they 

say, this is not a version of the Bible, it's the Bible.  It's not a translation of God's inerrant 

5



Word, it IS God's inerrant Word.

Amongst Fundamentalists, there's two prevailing doctrines.  One is called, the seven time 

purified doctrine, written and espoused mainly by Dr. Dennis Coral in his book, "Seven 

Times Purified."  That means, step one is the originals, and each step, God put it in His 

refining fire and purified it.  And so, as we come down through, now we've got the 

seventh step of this purification process of His Words so, now that we have, now it's been 

seven times purified in the English, it now is complete.  Therefore, the English can 

correct the Greek and the Hebrew, because it was a seven process to an inerrant Bible.

And the other doctrine is what we would call the corrupted seed doctrine.  Most 

Fundamentalists believe in the corrupted seed doctrine.  What is the corrupted seed 

doctrine?  If a man, or a woman, or a child, or whoever, comes to know the Lord Jesus 

Christ and what is preached to them is preached to them from a modern translation, it's 

corrupted seed and their salvation is not valid.  I say to you, I hold to the King James 

Bible, but I can win someone to Christ with a Catholic Bible if it's God's Will.  If it's 

God's Will.  And so, these that hold to these doctrines are now trying to bring theirselves 

into our churches and we're being told that these men are scholars on this subject.  But I 

say, I'm not going to remove the old landmark; that the Bible was not dictated to man, it 

was not seven times purified to man.  It was God breathed as the holy men of God wrote, 

and it is inspired and inerrant.

Secondly, I was going to say, we're going to remove not the old landmark of the origin of 

Baptism and Baptist churches.  And I'm going to say this, and we're going to get to 

something here.  He asked me if I was going to preach out of this book, he said, "Are you 

preaching out of that book?"   I'm going to preach out of it a little bit.  The reason why, 

Frank had a conversation last night, and I'm not going to say who talked to him.  He had a 

conversation last night, he had a conversation three months ago with Baptist pastors that 

are inviting Dr. Phil Stringer.  Right here is his book on Baptist history.  I'm going to read 

some from it.  And they're saying that this man is an historian on Baptist churches and the 

King James Bible and why he doesn't believe election, just like you do, he's "sound 

Baptist."  Well, I've got his book, the one that he sells when he goes to their conferences.  

Let me get to this, by the way, election is not the question we're talking about tonight.  

We're not talking about election.  There have always been, amongst our brethren, and 

there still are, good landmark men that are not easy believe-ism, but their not wholly to 

sovereign grace like us.  That's not the question.

Were the churches, the apostles established Baptist?  Chapter four.  Now we're going to 

leave it here so no one can say Brother Rob lied.  Chapter four, I've highlighted it, were 

the early churches Baptist?  Page thirty, it is too much to say that the apostletic church 

fathers were Baptist.  But it is clear that Baptist ideas were present.  Is that what we 
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believe?  Well, these are "sound Baptists, just like us," that's what we're told.  Chapter 

five, "A History of Baptism and Its Origin."  Oh, now I've never heard this one before, 

wait until you hear this one.  Maybe you have heard this one before.  Chapter five, "A 

History of Baptism and Its Origin."  Now, before I read this, I think its origin is God, and 

its first administrator was John the Baptist.  Do we agree with that?  [audience responds 

affirmative]  Alright.  Let me read this, it says right in the front, "History of the Doctrine 

of Baptism," first line, "Around the third century B. C.," let me say that again.  "Around 

the third century B. C., the idea of baptism became common among religious groups.  It 

was used to signify, leaving one religious group and identifying with another religious 

group.  This became common practice for Gentiles who wished to abandon their pagan 

religion and identify with the Jews."  Now I've never read that verse, have you ever read 

that verse Brother Henson?  Did they baptize Gentiles in the Old Testament?  Did 

anybody else ever read that anywhere?  "The Gentiles would be baptized, according to all 

historical records," and he lists none as a reference, "in a public ceremony.  Most Jews no 

longer considered the baptized person Gentiles and welcomed them as fellow Jews."  

Now somebody may say, "Now, Brother Rob, why are you doing this?"  Landmarkism is 

about ecclesiastical separation.  Is it not?  It's about being sound in the faith, is it not?  

And by the way, do you know how I was turned on to this book?  Frank asked me if I'd 

ever heard of this guy.  I've got a friend, and I won't say his name, I can tell you publicly, 

who preaches, is a headliner for "The National Sword of the Lord."  He preaches on all of 

the sword of the Lord conferences, don't he, Frank?  He's a personal friend of mine, isn't 

he?  [Frank responds, "Yes."]  Do you know what he told me about the man?  He said, 

"Get his book."  I wouldn't have him in my pulpit!  He's not a Baptist!  He's not a Baptist.  

I'll give one more, then we'll move on.  Boy, it's quiet in here tonight.  You know truth 

doesn't mind examination.  And somebody tells me that "they're a Baptist, just like I am" 

and they're selling their "Baptist" books, why can't I read from it?

Chapter thirty two says, "Baptists and the rise of Fundamentalism."  This will get to the 

heart of what this brother believes on page two hundred twenty, we'll find out his opinion 

of us.  Its got a bullet point.  "Those Baptists known as 'Landmarkers.'  The movement 

called Landmarkism actually began in the mid eighteen hundreds.  Led by James R. 

Graves and Jim Pendleton.  These Baptists took a strong, exclusivistic view.  They went 

further than the common Baptist view that Baptist represented the best and most 

consistent expression of New Testament Christianity."  By the way, that's what his book 

teaches.  That summarizes his book; that we Baptists are the best and the closest thing to 

what the original churches were.  That we have the best expression, we're the closest 

thing on earth.  Then when did His church go out of existence that He promised 

perpetuity to, is my question.  "They believe that Baptists were the only New Testament 

churches."  Yeah!  [audience response, "Yes!"]  Yeah, the only New Testament churches 

established, were we know today as Baptists.  "And would not fellowship with any non-

7



Baptists."  Well, Amen, that's what we're preaching on tonight.  "And would not 

fellowship with any who are not Landmarkers."  Amen!  He knows who we are!  Now, 

some other men who call themselves "Landmarkers" don't know who we are, but he 

knows who we are!  And then he goes on and says that, "and carried this thought further 

and believed that Baptist's have a special place in heaven."  And he goes into us "briders," 

you know.  Completely misrepresenting what we believe.  The book is here for you 

afterwards.

To hear so-called "historians of the Bible and Baptist History" tell us that these Arminian 

Ruckmanites that believe that Baptist is the closest thing to New Testament Christianity 

are "Baptists just like I am" and "just like they are," I am not going to try to pastor over 

anyone's church, or lord over anyone's church, but if they believe that this man is a 

"Baptist just like I am," then I have the right to question THEIR soundness.  [audience 

responds, "That's right!  Amen!"]  If I'm going to have this thing shoved down my throat 

to promote their churches and college, then I've got to ask the question, "if he's 'Baptist 

just like you,' and you love his books, and are selling his books, then maybe I need to 

bring in to question what YOU believe about Baptism!  I don't even know a Southern 

Baptist that doesn't believe that baptism began with John the Baptist.  I don't even know a 

Reformer that don't believe the first practice of baptism was when John came on the 

scene.  And forgive me also because I know too many Fundamentalists and too many men 

that are called Fundamentalists that are unashamed for what they believe, for you to tell 

me that these Fundamentalists openly want to fellowship with Sovereign Grace 

Landmarkers.  There's something not going right here.  I know too many of them.  And I 

love them.  They believe different.  I was talking to a brother who pastors a three 

thousand member church in Maryland just the other day.  And we were talking, and I was 

telling him what I was going to preach, and he said, "I love you Brother Rob."  He said, 

"Can we come to one agreement?"  I said, "What's that?"  He said, "When both of us look 

at our Saviour in heaven, neither one of us will point the finger and say, 'I told you so.'"  I 

said, "I love you too, Brother John."  This ain't about love, it's about being who we are.  

And you know what?  A good Fundamental Baptist respects that, don't they?  They 

respect that we are who we are.  And they are who they are.

Thirdly, the influence in the Baptist churches:  remove not the landmark of the power of 

the gospel.  I believe in soul-winning.  I believe in door-knocking.  I believe in street 

preaching.  I believe we are to take the gospel to every creature.  I believe that the gospel 

is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth.  I do NOT believe though, 

in the power of human persuasion as Fundamentalists do, and they'll tell you that.  I 

mean, they're not ashamed of that.  I mean, they can have their conferences to roast us 

Calvinists, we can just bring out lovingly the difference, that we don't believe in the 

power of persuasion.  No, I don't have blood on my hands because I failed to convince a 
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man.  I have blood on my hands because I won't preach the gospel to that man.  God does 

the saving.  It's not up to me.  And you know what?  I mean I love them, but I tell them, I 

say, "Now you've been out soul-winning for an hour and you had twenty three saved.  It's 

got to be a little slower than one, two, three, repeat after me.  I mean it's got to be a little 

quick, you've got to take some time with some people's souls."  It's not the power of 

persuasion!  It's not the gift of gab, or the ability to twist or manipulate.  That's why 

they've even gone into, if you look at a lot of them, they now deal with what we call in the 

sales world, qualification and tie-down.  They deal with that in their soul-winning.  I'm 

going to ask you a question, and that question is going to be phrased in a way that I know 

your response and then when you refuse to do what I said, what I want you to do, then I'm 

going to tie you down and say, "Well, now you just told me. . . You just said . . ."  That's 

fine if you're selling cars, but we're not selling cars, are we brethren?  It's fine if you sit 

there and you look at a man and you say, "You said you wanted a red truck and here's the 

red truck, now why ain't you buying?"  But it's another thing when you say, "Now you 

told me that you didn't want to go to Hell, and I'm not leaving until you make a profession 

of faith."  That's different.  They believe in the power of promotion:  "Old fashioned 

Sunday, banana Sunday, come and get a banana and be one of the bunch," you know, 

"Raffle Sunday, where everybody gets a raffle ticket, Western Sunday."  I particularly, 

back when gas really sky-rocketed up, the Fundamental church up the street had "Gas-

card Sunday," I was almost ready to go, you know!  "Clown Sunday," on and on it goes:  

Carnivals, car washes, classic car shows, free oil changes, golf Sunday.  There's a church 

here in Lexington that's soon going to have a golf Sunday, I was telling him about this, 

and their going to take you out and, I don't know one hundred feet or two hundred feet, 

they've got a long parking lot and everything, they've got it set up, "hit a hole in one and 

get a free 2012 Ford Mustang!"  I'm not kidding!  Listen to WJMM and you'll hear about 

it.  Father's day Sunday, win a grandfather clock.  They give away vacations, they give 

away furniture, they give away appliances, and on and on and on it goes.  To the one who 

brings the most, win a free trip to Hawaii, to the one who brings the most, win a washer 

and dryer, win a gift certificate, win this, win that.  I don't need your service, I already 

watch the Price is Right.  I don't need it!  And you're telling me that with the gimmicks 

and the games and the promotions I see them starting to creep into our churches.  

Everything is about, Hey Look!  We have youth, we're going to have a youth group, we're 

going to try to do something with them, but we're not going to try to bring people to join 

the youth group.  Paul said, "I do not entice men."  "I do not entice with wisdom of 

words," you know?  I see it coming into our churches, I do.  And I'll say this, you may 

disagree with this, but any time you cancel preaching on Sunday morning to have a 

cantata, a play, a drama, or anything other than God's man preaching God's Word to God's 

people, you may watch and see if you've got some Fundamental influence going on.  You 

know, we don't have to do all these things!  We've got the power of the gospel!  It stands 

alone all by itself.  It doesn't need the games and the gimmicks and the slick tricks and the 
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promotions of man.  It simply needs to be proclaimed to sinners.  As a sinner, as a dying 

man telling dying men, like one old preacher said, "Like a beggar telling the other beggars 

where the bread is," we simply need to humbly take God's Word to a lost and dying world 

and God will make a change in their hearts and their lives.  And I don't have to bring 

them in with every kind of thing under the sun because, you know what, and you've heard 

this before, "You win them with a hot dog and the next guy will steal them with a 

hamburger!"  We don't need all these.  You know why?  Because God's Word and the 

power of the gospel as our brother talked about, it changes lives.  It causes a desire, not 

for slick performance, not for necessarily for great shows and dramas and give-a-ways, 

but it gives a desire to please the One Who would die for us; To please the One Who 

come and live a sinless life and die a vicarious death, that He would ensure my salvation.  

And I'll say this, I do not, I hear our Fundamental brothers preaching that Christ came to 

make salvation possible and it is our job to go and bring them in by persuasion, bring 

them in by a publication, bring them in by performance, and persuade them to be saved.  

But the point is, Jesus didn't die to make salvation possible, Jesus Christ died to make 

salvation certain.  He came to seek and to save not to try to save them, but to save them 

which believe.  "Thou shalt call his name Jesus for He shall save His people from their 

sins."  Now I will admit, and I will say this, you know, some of us aren't carrying out the 

gospel the way we, we're not obedient like we should be.  I'll take that to heart myself.  

We're not obedient like we should be, we'll send a foreign missionary to Brazil, but we 

won't knock on the door across the street.  We need to tell, they're elected unto salvation.  

The power of the gospel taken by the Holy Spirit, energizing and making them alive.  

They didn't regenerate themselves by making their decision any more than they 

regenerated themselves by the baptismal waters.  Man cannot regenerate himself.  Jerry 

Gumm used to preach that all a dead man could do was stink.  And then he said, he 

checked it out and a dead man can't even stink by himself, he needs bacteria working 

from above to let him stink.

Now, I'll say this, I appreciate your sermon brother, because this whole way over here I 

wasn't so sure, I was thinking about backing off some of this.  Too late now, I know it!  I 

was thinking about just calming it down a little bit and say, "Frank this is your ball, run 

with it!  I'll just give a quick definition of Landmarkism and get out!"  One thing about 

Frank and myself that gets us in a lot of trouble; nobody has to guess where we stand on 

things.  You may not agree with him, I don't agree with him.  I don't agree with him on a 

lot of things.  He don't agree with me on a lot of things.  And I'm sure if we all sat down 

and talked about our different doctrines, the second coming, the Lord's Supper elements, 

and on and on the list goes, there's a lot of difference here.  But we all believe in a 

Sovereign God and a Sovereign God that gave His church to this earth and will keep it 

until His return.  And we need to contend for that church.  We need to contend for it.  

And you know what?  This may make men outside of this building mad, Frank's probably 
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sending them a tape.  If you're a Landmark Baptist you need to repent.  You need to 

repent and know why we're Landmarkers.
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